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WARBOYS PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Warboys Parish Council held on 16th May 2016 at 

the Parish Centre, Warboys. 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillor Mrs M P Bucknell, Chairman. 

 

Councillors Ms H A Backhouse, Mrs J M Cole, R J Dykstra, D W England, Ms L A 

Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, J A Parker, J C Price, R A Payne, Mrs S Stafford, Mrs J E 

Tavener, G C M Willis, Dr S C Withams and Mrs A R Wyatt. 

 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 
 

County Councillor M R Tew. 

District Councillor P L E Bucknell. 

 

APOLOGY 

 

An apology for absence was received on behalf of PCSO G Price. 

 

 

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Chairman congratulated all Members following the recent election for the Parish 

Council on 5th May and she particularly welcomed the newly elected Councillors Ms 

Backhouse and Dykstra.   

 

The Council recorded their appreciation to former Councillor P S Potts who had stood 

unsuccessfully for re-election and former Councillor T R Huggins who had decided not to 

stand again for election for their service and support for the community during their 

respective terms of office as Members of the Council. 

 

The Chairman thanked everyone involved in the beacon lighting event on 21st April at 

Adams Lyons playground to celebrate the 90th birthday of Her Majesty The Queen, 

expressing particular thanks to the working group that had organised the event, the staff 

of Warboys Community Primary School for the involvement of the children and the 

Christmas Lighting Group for erecting the illuminated royal crown on the Jubilee Clock 

Tower. 

 

 

01/16 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

 

It was moved by Councillor Mrs Cole and seconded by Councillor Payne that Councillor 

Mrs Bucknell be elected as Chairman of the Council.  It was further moved by Councillor 

Mrs Tavener and seconded by Councillor Dykstra that Councillor Mrs Wyatt be elected 

as Chairman.  After a vote had been taken, it was  

 

RESOLVED 
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that Councillor Mrs M P Bucknell be elected Chairman of the Parish Council for 

the ensuing municipal year.  

 

Councillor Mrs Bucknell signed the declaration of acceptance of office as Chairman of 

the Council. 

 

Councillor Mrs M P Bucknell in the Chair. 

 

02/16 APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN 

 

It was moved by Councillor England and seconded by Councillor Payne that Councillor 

Mrs Wyatt be appointed as Vice Chairman of the Council.  It was further moved by 

Councillor Mrs Bucknell and seconded by Councillor Parker that Councillor Dr Withams 

be appointed as Vice Chairman.  After a vote had been taken, it was  

 

RESOLVED 

 

that Councillor Mrs A R Wyatt be appointed Vice Chairman of the Parish Council 

for the ensuing municipal year.  

 

Councillor Mrs Wyatt signed the declaration of acceptance of office as Vice Chairman of 

the Council. 

 

 

03/16 MINUTES 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Mrs Tavener and seconded by Councillor Ms Gifford, 

the Minutes of the meeting held on 11th April 2016 were approved as a correct record 

and signed by the Chairman 

 

 

04/16 MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

 

Members were reminded that the dispensations previously approved by the Council to 

enable them to speak or speak and vote at meetings had expired at the election earlier in 

the month.  The Clerk reported that he had circulated new application forms for 

dispensations for the ensuing 4 years, the replies to which would be assembled for 

submission to the next meeting of the Council. 

 

Councillors England and Payne declared non statutory disclosable interests in Minute No. 

17/16 (Proposed Replacement Parish Centre/Sports Facilities) as they were members of 

the Warboys Sports Ground Committee.  As they previously had been granted 

dispensations to speak and vote on matters involving the sports ground, it was  

 

RESOLVED 

 

that dispensations be granted to Councillor England and Payne to speak and vote 

in respect of Minute No. 17/16. 
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05/16 ELECTION RESULT 

 

Members noted the result of the election for the Parish Council on 5th May, as a result of 

which the following persons had been elected to the Council until the date of the next 

election in May 2020 – 

 

Ms H A Backhouse, Mrs M P Bucknell, Mrs J M Cole, R J Dykstra, D W England, Ms L 

A Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, J A Parker, J C Price, R A Payne, Mrs S Stafford, Mrs J E 

Tavener, G C M Willis, Dr S C Withams and Mrs A R Wyatt 

 

 

06/16 MATTERS ARISING 

 

The Council considered the following matters arising from its meeting held on 11th April 

2016:- 

 

(a) Jubilee Park Byelaws 

 

Arising from Minute No. 220/15(a), the Clerk reported that he had made a number 

of amendments to the sign advertising the byelaws approved for Jubilee Park and 

that this was with the signmakers for manufacture. 

 

(b) Christmas Lighting 

 

Arising from Minute No. 220/15(b), the Clerk reported that the Christmas 

Lighting Group were arranging for an invoice to be supplied for payment for the 

replacement Christmas lights that had been delivered to the group to replace those 

vandalised in December.  

 

(c) Defibrillator 

 

Arising from Minute No. 220/15(c), the Clerk reported that he had received 

correspondence from the 55 Plus group asking if the Parish Council would 

assume responsibility for the defibrillator proposed for installation in a public 

place in the village.  The group had been asked for further information with a 

view to an item being placed on the agenda for discussion at the next meeting.  

 

(d) Community Asset Transfer – Bowls Green and Pavilion 

 

Arising from Minute No. 220/16, the Clerk reported that he had asked the White 

Hart Bowls Club to supply information to enable the necessary application form 

to be completed for the registration of the bowling green and pavilion as an asset 

of community value.  On receipt of the information, the application would be 

submitted to the District Council for their consideration. 

 

(e) Parish Centre 

 

Further to Minute No. 228/16, the Clerk informed Members that he would submit 

a report for consideration to the next meeting. 
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(f) Activities for Young People in Warboys 

 

Further to Minute No. 231/16, the Clerk reported that the person from the 

Cambridgeshire Police and Crime Commissioner’s Office who had attended the 

previous meeting no longer was employed by that organisation and it was unclear 

whether she would be submitting a report for consideration by the Council, as had 

previously been intimated. 

 

County Councillor Tew provided information on the officer’s current employment 

and the Clerk indicated that he would attempt to get in touch with her. 

 

(g) Proposed Wyton Airfield Development 

 

Arising from Minute No. 234/15, Councillor Dr Withams reported on her 

attendance at a meeting of parish council representatives affected by the proposal 

to develop Wyton Airfield.  It was the view of the parish councils represented at 

the meeting that the District Council had not undertaken a strategic review of the 

potential locations for major development in Huntingdonshire to meet the housing 

requirements of their Local Plan to 2036, particularly as the proposed line of the 

Cambridge to Oxford rail link passed close to the south of the District. 

 

A draft letter to the District Council compiled by Hemingford Abbots Parish 

Council and expressing concern over the District Council’s position had been 

circulated by the Clerk to which affected parish councils had been asked to add 

their support. 

 

 RESOLVED 

 

that the letter to the District Council drafted by Hemingford Abbots Parish 

Council be endorsed and the name of Warboys Parish Council added as a 

signatory. 

 

 

07/16 APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that Members be appointed to Committees for the ensuing municipal year 

as follows:- 

 

  Allotments Committee 

 

Councillors Ms H A Backhouse, Mrs M P Bucknell, Mrs J M Cole, R J 

Dykstra, Ms L A Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, J A Parker, J C Price, Mrs J 

E Tavener, G C M Willis, Dr S C Withams and Mrs A R Wyatt. 

 

Finance and General Purposes Committee 

 

Councillors Ms H A Backhouse, Mrs M P Bucknell, Mrs J M Cole, R J 

Dykstra, D W England, Ms L A Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, J A Parker, J 
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C Price, Mrs J E Tavener, G C M Willis, Dr S C Withams and Mrs A R 

Wyatt.  

 

Footpaths Committee 

 

Councillors Ms H A Backhouse, Mrs M P Bucknell, Mrs J M Cole, R J 

Dykstra, Ms L A Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, J A Parker, J C Price, Mrs J 

E Tavener, Dr S C Withams and Mrs A R Wyatt. 

 

Leisure Areas Committee 

 

Councillors Ms H A Backhouse, Mrs M P Bucknell, Mrs J M Cole, R J 

Dykstra, Ms L A Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, J A Parker, R A Payne, J C 

Price, Mrs J E Tavener, G C M Willis, Dr S C Withams and Mrs A R 

Wyatt.  

 

Planning Committee 

 

Councillors Ms H A Backhouse, Mrs M P Bucknell, Mrs J M Cole, R J 

Dykstra, D W England, Ms L A Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, J A Parker, J 

C Price, Mrs S Stafford, Mrs J E Tavener, G C M Willis, Dr S C Withams 

and Mrs A R Wyatt.  

 

 Employment Panel 

 

 Councillors Mrs J M Cole, D W England and Mrs S Stafford. 

 

 Appeals Panel 

 

 Councillors R A Payne, J C Price and Mrs J E Tavener. 

 

 Hearings Panel 

 

 Three Members to be appointed by the Clerk on an ad hoc basis. 

 

 Appointments Panel 

 

 Councillors Mrs M P Bucknell, D W England and R A Payne. 

 

(b) that the Allotments Association be requested to nominate two persons for 

co-option to the Allotments Committee; 

 

(c) that no co-option be made to the Footpaths Committee; and 

 

(d) that Members be appointed to working groups for the ensuing municipal 

year as follows:- 

 

Greener Futures Liaison Group 

 

Councillors Mrs P Bucknell, Mrs M H Harlock and Mrs A R Wyatt. 
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(e) that the appointment of Members to the Parish Centre/Sports Field 

Redevelopment working group be deferred for consideration under Minute 

No. 17/16. 

 

08/16 REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that appointments/nominations be made to outside bodies for the ensuing 

municipal year as follows:- 

 

Organisation       Representative 

 

Warboys Community Association Cllrs Mrs M H 

Harlock and Mrs J E 

Tavener 

 

Warboys Old Village Board School Trust   Cllr J A Parker 

(until 2020) 

 

St Ives & District Road Safety Committee Cllr Mrs J E Tavener 

(dep. Cllr G C M 

Willis) 

 

Warboys Day Care Management Committee Cllrs Mrs M H 

Harlock and Mrs J E 

Tavener 

 

Tree Warden       Cllr J A Parker 

 

Warboys Resource Centre Management Committee  Cllr Mrs J M Cole 

(dep. Cllr Mrs A R 

Wyatt) 

 

Warboys Landfill Liaison Group    Cllrs Mrs J M Cole &  

D W England (dep. 

the Clerk) 

 

Red Tile Wind Farm Trust Fund Ltd. Cllrs Mrs J M Cole,  

R A Payne and 

       Mrs A R Wyatt 

 

Ramsey Area Parish Initiative Cllrs Mrs M A 

Harlock & Mrs A R 

Wyatt 

 

(b) that arising from the fact there was no provision in the Warboys Sports 

Ground Committee constitution for the Parish Council to nominate a 

Member to the Committee, no further nomination be made to that 

organisation. 
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09/16 ATTENDANCES BY COUNCILLORS 

 

A report by the Clerk (a copy of which had been circulated) was noted, listing 

attendances by Members at meetings in the previous municipal year in both actual and 

percentage terms.  The Chairman congratulated Members on their high attendance levels 

over the previous year and acknowledged the difficulty for some Members in attending a 

greater number of meetings because of their work commitments. 

 

 

10/16 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 11th April 

2016 be received. 

 

 

11/16 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 

Members received the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 7th April 2016 (a 

copy of which had been circulated) and the Chairman expressed her appreciation to the 

Members and the public for such a well-attended meeting. 

 

 

12/16 POLICE REPORT 

 

The Clerk reported that a total of 17 crimes had been reported to the Police in the 

calendar month since the previous meeting, including 5 instances of criminal damage to a 

vehicle, 3 thefts from a vehicle, 1 theft of a vehicle, 1 case of criminal damage to a 

dwelling and 2 cases involving other buildings, 1 arson, 2 dwelling burglaries, 1 theft and 

1 breach of a restraining order.  Many of the incidents had taken place over the course of 

one weekend.  In addition, 6 reports of anti-social behaviour had been made. 

 

 

13/16 PARKING IN FENTON ROAD 

 

Members were reminded that a member of the public had raised concerns at the recent 

Annual Parish Meeting about the impact on highway safety of a large van which was 

parked regularly in Fenton Road between the junctions with Bencroft Lane and Mill 

Green.  Residents of Bencroft Lane claimed that the vehicle obscured the sight line of 

motorists emerging from the lane. 

 

The Clerk reported that the local Police Sergeant had confirmed that the van was not 

being parked illegally.  He had therefore written to the owners of the vehicle who had 

advised that their employee had been unable to identify an alternative location where the 

vehicle could be parked and that it needed to be parked close to his home to hear the 

alarm if there was an attempted break in.  The owner had indicated that the company 
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would obtain a smaller vehicle which would be less obtrusive and which could potentially 

be parked off street. 

 

Under the circumstances the Police Sergeant had advised that he would be taking no 

further action.  The Clerk reminded Members that the County Council as the highway 

authority now required parish councils to pay for any traffic regulation order to impose 

parking restrictions, the cost of which was likely to be in the region of £2,000.  The 

Council had taken a decision previously not to apply for parking restrictions unless there 

was a clear danger to highway safety which did not appear to be the case in this instance.  

It was therefore 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that no further action be taken in respect of the matter. 

 

 

14/16 CEMETERY 

 

The Clerk submitted a request from the Parochial Church Council for the Council to 

install an additional litter bin in the cemetery as the existing bin which was emptied 

weekly by the Handymen was often overflowing. 

 

Members were reminded that the Council provided an annual grant of £440 to the PCC 

for the maintenance of the cemetery which was offset by the time taken by the Handymen 

to empty the existing litter bin each week.  A number of Members commented on the fact 

that the existing bin was often full and that it would be possible to provide a cheaper bin 

than the type usually purchased by the Parish Council as it would be less susceptible to 

vandalism in this location. 

 

The Clerk also pointed out that if the cemetery was not provided and maintained by the 

PCC, it was probable that this would be a service that the Council would have to meet. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the request be approved and arrangements made for an additional litter bin to 

be purchased and installed at the cemetery and emptied weekly by the Handymen.     

 

 

15/16 COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE  
 

The Clerk reported the receipt of an invitation from the Parochial Church Council for 

Members to attend a commemorative service on 12th June.at the Parish Church for the 

Queen’s 90th birthday.  Personal invitations would be distributed at the conclusion of the 

meeting. 

 

 

16/16 REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

 

Having considered a request from the Community Association for a grant towards the 

production of the Warboys Diary, Members 
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RESOLVED 

 

 that a grant of £100 be approved. 

17/16 PROPOSED REPLACEMENT PARISH CENTRE/SPORTS FACILITIES 

 

Further to Minute No. 227/15, the Clerk reminded Members that it had been reported at 

the previous meeting that the Cricket Club was no longer interested in a joint 

development with the Parish Council and were planning to provide new premises 

themselves for their own use at the Sports Ground.  The Colts Football Club had also 

previously expressed concern about their ability to pay to hire improved changing 

facilities. 

 

Members were informed that the Sports Ground Committee now had voted not to be 

involved in a joint development as there was concern about the ability of clubs to pay for 

use of the facilities and the draft design did not include a sports bar.  The Committee also 

had advised that they were no longer interested in transferring ownership of the sports 

field to the Parish Council.  

 

The Clerk reported that he had received a reply from the Moat House Surgery indicating 

that they were currently considering options for the future of the Resource Centre.  

However as all of the users of that building were independent from the Surgery, it wasn’t 

clear whether they would be interested in using an alternative building if the Resource 

Centre was no longer available and a replacement Parish Centre was constructed.   

 

While expressing disappointment at a missed opportunity to improve sports facilities in 

the village, Members agreed that the Council should now proceed with the proposal to 

replace the Parish Centre in isolation.  It was therefore 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that the response from the Sports Ground Committee and the Cricket Club 

be noted; and 

 

(b) that the working party be reconstituted to investigate the replacement of 

the Parish Centre, the membership to include the Chairman, Councillors 

Dykstra, Payne and Mrs Tavener and Ms V Musson of the Community 

Association. 

 

 

18/16 CHEQUE SIGNATORIES 

 

As former Councillor Huggins had been a cheque signatory prior to the recent election 

and Financial Regulations required cheques to be signed by any two of four authorised 

signatories, it was  

 

RESOLVED 

 

that Councillor Dr Withams be authorised to sign cheques on the Council’s behalf 

in addition to the current signatories, Councillors Bucknell, England and Mrs 

Wyatt. 
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19/16 CORRESPONDENCE 

    

The Clerk reported that the following items of correspondence had been received since 

the previous meeting and indicated that he would arrange for them to be circulated to 

Members for information:- 

 

(a) Local Wildlife 

 

Spring edition published by the Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and 

Northamptonshire Wildlife Trust. 

 

(b) Clerks and Councils Direct 

 

May 2016 edition 

 

(c) Countryside Voice 

 

Spring 2016 edition published by CPRE. 

 

(d) Field Work 

 

Spring 2016 edition published by CPRE 

 

 

20/16 OPEN FORUM 

 

The Clerk reported on the matters raised at the Open Forum following the previous 

meeting of the Council.  Arising from a report by a member of the public that the 

Handymen had burned tyres at the airfield, the Clerk confirmed that this had involved one 

motor cycle tyre that had been dumped on the highway and that there would be no 

repetition of the incident.   

 

A member of the public had enquired when the floor of the shelter adjoining the Jubilee 

Close Tower would be sealed, in respect of which the Clerk reported that the work would 

be undertaken by the Handymen as soon as the weather had improved and it was certain 

that the sealant would dry.   

 

Arising from a complaint by an allotment tenant that one of the taps replaced by the 

Handymen at the allotments had been fitted with the spout pointing horizontally, the 

Clerk confirmed that the tap had been fitted correctly by the Handymen.  Following the 

meeting, the tap had been repositioned vertically and tightened.  However the tap had 

been found to have been turned horizontally on two subsequent occasions when the 

Handymen had visited.  The tap had been fixed correctly on each occasion and the 

Handymen had been instructed to take a photograph of the tap if the situation recurred.    

 

 

21/16 ACCOUNTS 
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RESOLVED 

 

 that the following accounts be approved:- 

                  £ 

 

M J Buddle  Salary – April 2016                    1,004.29  

   

W E Batterbee  Salary – April 2016     929.85 

                                              

R Edwards  Salary – April 2016     270.00           

  

R Reeves  Salary – April 2016              958.93 

      

Post Office Ltd. Tax & NIC – April 2016             1,213.39 

            

E.ON   Electricity supply - Parish Centre      88.00 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

E.ON   Gas supply - Parish Centre      109.71 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

Warboys Walking  Grant       150.00 

Group 

 

Glasdon UK Ltd. Replacement litter bin hoods    318.81 

 

Ivan Barrett  Miscellaneous supplies    319.62 

 

Open Spaces Society Annual subscription       45.00 

 

D G Whitby   Wiring of light – Clock Tower   192.00 

& Son Ltd 

 

Norfolk County  Attendance at Signing, Lighting, Guarding   185.00 

Council   Supervisor’s course 

 

Cromwell Fire Ltd. Service & replacement of fire extinguishers  339.37 

 

PPP First Aid  First aid cover at Beacon Lighting     50.00 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer anti-virus protection – April          6.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer backup online - April       36.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer support contract –  April         30.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Lawyers in Local  Annual membership subscription     40.00 

Government 
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East Anglia’s   Grant       100.00 

Children’s Hospices 

 

Magpas  Grant for Air Ambulance    100.00 

 

Cambridgeshire Grant for Summer Reading Scheme   100.00 

County Council 

 

Murco   Fuel (paid by direct debit)      97.65 

 

R Reeves  Petty cash        30.00 

 

G A Pell  Reimbursement – cancellation of Parish Centre    10.00 

booking (replaces cheque approves at previous  

meeting) 

 

 D Rogerson  Reimbursement of allotment rent and deposit   40.00 

     (Plot vacated soon after agreement signed) 

 

 Activ Security  Service of CCTV system at Parish Centre  120.00 

(UK) Ltd. 

 

Ms L Gifford  Reimbursement of purchases for beacon   229.06 

lighting event 

 

R Reeves  Reimbursement – printer cartridges    42.29 

 

Amosite Ltd.  Asbestos survey     114.00 

 

Arthur Ibbett Ltd Lawnmower repair       38.40 

 

Dr S C Withams Reimbursement of purchases for beacon     80.00 

lighting event 

 

 

22/16 BUDGETARY CONTROL 

 

The Council received the budgetary control statement for April 2016, together with the 

list of Parish Centre bookings for that month, copies of which had been circulated to all 

Members. 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman.      
 

 

 


